
Algae Taxonomist 

Great Lakes Environmental Center, Inc. (GLEC) is recruiting highly motivated candidates for an 

experienced freshwater Algae Taxonomist position in Traverse City, Michigan. Preference will be 

given to those who demonstrate experience and knowledge of diatom and soft algae samples with 

associated laboratory experience including diatom cleaning and slide preparation, and soft algal 

sample handling/treatment. Process and analyze algae samples within a controlled laboratory 

setting; provide species level determinations of diatoms and phytoplankton using current 

nomenclature; prepare and carry out biological assessments and other related studies. Master’s 

degree in Biology or related field is preferred, with a working knowledge of MS Excel and Access, 

high resolution microscopy, and digital photography. Salary range is $55,000-$70,000 annually, and 

commensurate on experience and education.  

Minimum Qualifications: 

• Proficient in the identification of North American algae samples;  

• Knowledge of appropriate sample handling and preparation techniques; 

• Proficient reading and writing skills and the ability to follow protocols;  

• Experience using scientific literature; 

• Effective verbal and writing communication skills;  

• Excellent work ethic, ability to meet deadlines, and ability to work independently as well as 

in small groups.  

GLEC Benefits: 

• Paid Travel Expenses. 

• Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Michigan Simply Blue HSA Bronze and Simply Blue PPO Gold 

medical insurance plans.  

• Dental, vision, and life insurance available. 

• Immediate 401(k) plan eligibility. 

• Two weeks of paid vacation with accruals beginning the first full pay period after start date. 

• Eleven paid holidays per calendar year. 

• Generous sick time policy. 

 

To be considered, interested applicants should submit a cover letter and resume (email preferred) to:  

Kim Bell 

GLEC 

739 Hastings St. 

Traverse City, MI 49686 

kbell@glec.com 

fax: 231-941-2240 

 

Application deadline is January 31, 2025. For more information about GLEC visit glec.com. GLEC 

is an equal opportunity employer (EOE) including disability/veterans. 
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